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PROGRAM NOTES

Chiaroscuro refers to the Renaissance drawing and painting technique of
shading to produce a dramatic juxtaposition of light and shadow. Musically,
Chiaroscuro exploits this image of brightness and darkness in three contrasting
movements. The first illustrates a dark dance, the second illuminates with iridescent
light, and the third synthesizes the first two movements into a climactic bright
dance.

PERFORMANCE NOTES

The second movement, “Iridescence” contains two techniques based on string
harmonics and one additional mark:

1. Artificial harmonic trill
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Alternate quickly between the touch-fifth harmonic between the fingered G/ touched D the touch-
fourth harmonic between the fingered A/touched D.

2. Natural harmonic glissando on two strings simultaneously
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Slide freely between the natural harmonics of the C string and G string in approximately the
rhythm as notated.

3. Breath mark with a comma over it = slightly longer pause
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Duration ca. 13 min.



STRING QUARTET No. 1: Chiaroscuro
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