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The Creation of Moon Joy was supported by The Clarice Smith Performing Arts Center’s 
National Orchestral Institute + Festival at the University of Maryland, College Park.

INSTRUMENTATION

Flute (doubles Piccolo)
Oboe (doubles English Horn)
Clarinet in B-flat (doubles Bass Clarinet)
Bassoon

Horn in F
Trumpet in C (straight, cup, and harmon mutes)
Trombone (straight, cup, and harmon mutes)

Multi-Percussion Kit (1 player):

 Vibraphone
 Splash Cymbal
 2 Ride Cymbals (high and low)
 2 Wood Blocks (high and low)
 Floor Tom (muted with towel)
 Hi-Hat 

Harp

Violin 1
Violin 2
Viola
Violoncello
Contrabass
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PERFORMANCE NOTES

1. Slurs in Moon Joy indicate musical phrases. 

 For winds, repeated notes in slurs should be re-articulated legato.

 For strings, all notes under slurs should be played with the appropriate 
bowing in context of the music (not always with the same bow direction).

2. All grace notes occur before the beat.

3. All glissando markings indicate the exact rhythmic position when to start the 
slide using ties.

4. The harmon “wah” effect in 157-179 in the trumpet and trombone is 
accomplished by quickly alternating between closed stem and open stem with the 
left hand. This figure should be very rhythmic. If the horn player has a bass 
trombone harmon mute, they may also join this technique as notated below in the 
trumpet and trombone parts, though this is completely optional.
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PROGRAM NOTES

Moon Joy is a celebration of creativity, ingenuity, curiosity, camaraderie, and 
love by the NASA team on Earth and in space that participated in Artemis II—
humanity’s return to lunar space after more than a fifty-year absence. The title 
comes from the familiar saying between the Integrity spacecraft crew and the 
CAPCOM (capsule communicator) on the ground. When expressing excitement at 
a new discovery, the CAPCOM would cheerfully respond, “copy Moon joy.” This 
simple phrase encapsulates an optimism desperately needed on Earth.

 The composition is an intensely personal reflection on my own experience 
observing the Artemis II mission. While watching the NASA livestream, I 
experienced a deep emotional connection with people the farthest away from Earth 
that anyone has ever traveled. In their own remarks, the Integrity crew shared their 
profound realizations about the sanctity of life on Earth from their cosmic 
perspective. 

 The material of the piece is also deeply personal—stemming from the many 
musical worlds I have traveled. I composed parts of this piece at the piano, in a 
digital audio workstation, with pencil and paper, singing, with a harmonium, and 
with a trumpet (not all at the same time). From the harmonic language of jazz, the 
rhythmic and timbral vocabulary of Afghanistan, and the lyricism of  the Western 
canon and beyond, the piece expresses dozens of shades of joy—including that 
special kind of joy brought back to our Earth for us to all share.PERUSAL SCORE

Perusal score — not licensed for performance. Contact austin@austinali.com
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
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
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
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    


 







 
  
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
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Vc.

Cb.

C

C
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 
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


 




 


 
 

 
 

   
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 
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
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
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  



        

  

 
       

  































































rip!

rip!

lip	trill

rip!

Picc.

Ob.

Cl.	in	B♭

Bsn.

Hn.

Tpt.	in	C

Tbn.

Kit

Hp.

Vln.	1

Vln.	2

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.

  

  

  



 


 

 



  









 

 


 

235 236 237 238 239 240
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

    


   





    


 
 





    


   





    
 





    




 



    






    




  







   


  


  


   





     

     



    










    











      
 



    










    
 





    
 
























































Picc.

Ob.

Cl.	in	B♭

Bsn.

Hn.

Tpt.	in	C

Tbn.

Kit

Hp.

Vln.	1

Vln.	2

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.

























S

S
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     

     

     

     

     

     

     

       






 







 





 




   


 




 


 



 







 




   




     

     



   
 





 





 






   
 





 





 






   

 





 





 





   

 





 





 





   

 





 





 















































tap	on	body	of	instrument

tap	on	body	of	instrument

tap	on	body	of	instrument

tap	on	body	of	instrument

tap	on	body	of	instrument

Fl.

Ob.

Cl.	in	B♭

Bsn.

Hn.

Tpt.	in	C

Tbn.

Kit

Hp.

Vln.	1

Vln.	2

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.

  

  

  

  

  

  
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

 





 





 





 





 



 





 





 





 





 



 





 





 





 





 



  


 


 


 
 



             



 





 





 





 





 



  


 


 


 
 







   





  







 


 




   









  



   




 




   
















 


 




 




 






     

 

              


 





 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 


 





 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 

    


    
 

 



 

           



 

























 













































pizz.

pizz.

giocoso

giocoso

giocoso

clap!

clap!

clap!

clap!

clap!

clap!

clap!

p.d.l.t.

play

play

Fl.

Fl.

Ob.

Cl.	in	B♭

Bsn.

Hn.

Tpt.	in	C

Tbn.

Kit

Hp.

Vln.	1

Vln.	2

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

  

    

    





    

T

T
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   
































   
































   
































   

        



   

         

   
































   

        







  



   




 




 




 




  



 







 




   


 




  



   




 




   




     

 

     


     



        

      

   






 


 


 


 



   






 


 


 


 



 


     


  
   


        




  
 

 


     


     



        

      

   



 


 


 


 


















































Fl.

Ob.

Cl.	in	B♭

Bsn.

Hn.

Tpt.	in	C

Tbn.

Kit

Hp.

Vln.	1

Vln.	2

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 
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





   





 





 







   





 





 







   





 





 

 
    


 

 

           







   





 





 

 
    


 

 







  



   
  






 




   


 
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Ali	-	Moon	Joy	-	Full	score

PERUSAL SCORE

Perusal score — not licensed for performance. Contact austin@austinali.com


