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INSTRUMENTATION

Flute (doubles Alto Flute)

Oboe

Clarinet in B-flat (doubles Bass Clarinet)
Soprano Saxophone

Bassoon (doubles Contrabassoon)

Horn in F
Trumpet in C (doubles Flugelhorn)
Tenor Trombone

2 Percussion (or Percussion + Piano)

Player 1: Glockenspiel (can substitute piano)
Player 2: Vibraphone

Solo Harp

Strings (1.1.1.1.1)

PROGRAM NOTES

Harp Concerto (2023) is all about relationships: the relationship between the
composer and harpist and between the harpist and the ensemble. I scored this fifteen-
minute concerto for sinfonietta, a unique ensemble that combines a string quintet,
woodwind quartet (or quintet), brass trio, percussion duo, and one soloist: the
harp. Thus, the instrumentation acts like a pyramid, stacking each distinct instrument
family with the harp at the pinnacle.

I composed this concerto for my friend and UCLA doctoral colleague
Jillian Risigari-Gai Lopez. Over ten months, Jillian and I exchanged recordings and
sketches, met in-person to test ideas, and workshopped the piece as a duo. Each of the
three movements reflect the collaborative relationship of the composer and
harpist, exploring my favorite orchestrations, rhythms, and harmonies and
Jillian’s special technical and expressive abilities. The result is a deeply personal work,
filled with outpouring love for learning a difficult yet incredibly gorgeous
instrument. The piece finds ecstatic highs and cynical lows, shifting
from blistering moments of virtuosity to serene glimpses of stillness.

PERFORMANCE NOTES

Please tune the lowest two harp strings to C-natural and D-flat and the highest
harp string to G-sharp.

Duration: 15 min.
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