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For the Albany Symphony Composers Workshop 2026

INSTRUMENTATION

Oboe

Clarinet in B-flat
Bassoon

Horn in F

Multi-Percussion Kit (1 player):

Vibraphone

Two Suspended Cymbals (with sticks and jazz brushes)
Snare Drum

Mounted Tambourine

High Suspended Cymbal Low Suspended Cymbal
Like a drumset crash Like a drumset ride

J ] Snare Drum Mounted Tambourine
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Piano

Violin 1
Violin 2
Viola
Violoncello
Contrabass

PROGRAM NOTES

The saying “greater than the sum of its parts” comes from emergence—a
property of a large system that its individual parts do not possess. For example, ant
colonies exhibit group behavior of an intelligence far greater than a single ant. In
philosophy, emergentists argue consciousness is an emergent property of complex
life. In music, emergence can occur when instruments combine to create an
ensemble—with each individual sound-color (timbre) mixing, «clashing, or
harmonizing.

Emergence deals with the musical phenomenon of emergence through the
exploration of instrumental, rhythmic, and stylistic combinations. However, the
piece is also symbolic of an emergence in my artistic journey, where I embody my

fullest musical self.

Duration: 5 min.



PERFORMANCE NOTES

1. Slurs in Emergence indicate musical phrases.
For winds, repeated notes in slurs should be re-articulated legato.

For strings, all notes under slurs should be played with the appropriate

bowing in context of the music (not always with the same bow direction).
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2. All grace notes occur before the beat.

3. All glissando markings indicate the exact rhythmic position when to start the
slide. In this example in bars 67 and 68, the A holds pitch until bar 68 when it
bends down to the G during the tied sixteenth note, then slides up to the C during
the tied dotted quarter note.

~
e

AN
D>
%

P
L 18
L 18

N

Vin. 1

e

35

b >

4. The violin 1 part has a harmonic tremolo in bars 14-16. This tremolo is
executed by alternating between normal and harmonic pressure on the node
location on the G string, indicated by the diamond notehead. This tremolo may be

played slower than a normal tremolo.
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(transposed)

For the Albany Symphony Composers Workshop 2026

EMERGENCE

Austin Ali
(2026)
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