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Piccolo

Flutes

2 Oboes

2 Clarinets in B-flat

Bass Clarinet

2 Bassoons

4 Horns in F

3 Trumpets in C 

2 Tenor Trombones

Bass Trombone

Tuba

Timpani 

2 Percussion (suggested distribution:)

 Player 1: Bass Drum, Castanets, Vibraphone, Whip*

        Player 2: Tam-tam, Triangle, Whip*, Xylophone

 *Only one whip required between the two players, depending on setup

 

Harp

Strings

INSTRUMENTATION

PROGRAM NOTES

When editing my scores, I enjoy listening to music. One of my favorite genres is the great 

repertoire of video game music. If a deadline looms near, I choose the rich sub-genre of boss battle 

music—the music the player encounters when faced with a particularly fierce adversary.

 Boss battle music in video games invokes a heightened sense of urgency, allowing the composer 

to incorporate fast tempos, syncopated rhythms, mixed-meter, disorienting harmonies, and extreme 

melodic range into the score. One of my favorite themes is “Battle with Ganon” by Koji Kondo from 

The Legend of Zelda: A Link to the Past. The tune features the insane time signature of 23/16 (or 

13/16+5/8). I highly recommend giving that one a listen. Some personal favorite canonical composers 

include Koji Kondo (Super Mario Bros., The Legend of Zelda), Junichi Masuda (Pokémon), Gō Ichinose 

(Pokémon), Hirokazu Ando (Super Smash Bros.), Mahito Yokota (Super Mario Galaxy), and several others.

 Additionally, the boss battle sub-genre features many common musical tropes such as fifth-heavy 

power chords, quasi-Alberti bass writing, and arpeggiated ostinatos. In summary, the style is 

unendingly fun to listen to and to write. 

Duration: 5 min.
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
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
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
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
            


    


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
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
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
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            



                       


            

  
    

     



     

    
     


             

     
  


          


      

    
 

     
  

    
     


           


  

     
  


          


 

       
     

   
 


 




         


          

  
     

  
          







































































 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

non	div.

non	div.

non	div.

a	2

a	2

a	2

Picc.

Fl.

1.2Ob.

1.2Cl.	in	B♭

B.	Cl.

1.2Bsn.

1.3Hn.

2.4Hn.

1.2C	Tpt.

3C	Tpt.

1.2Tbn.

B.	Tbn.

Tba.

Timp.

Vib.

Xyl.

Hp.

Vln.	I

Vln.	II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.










31 32 33 34 35 36
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     

     


    

 


      


       


    

     


 

  
  

  
  

 
      

 
   

 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     


       


       







       


               

  
   

  
   

  
   




     

 
      

     
    

    



                

 

   

  
   

  
   




       

  
 

  
  

  
  


          

           

































































pizz.

pizz.

leggiero

leggiero

leggiero

solo

solo

div.

To	Cast.

To	Tri.
Triangle

1.

a	2

2.

1.

Picc.

Fl.

1.2Ob.

1.2Cl.	in	B♭

B.	Cl.

1.2Bsn.

1.3Hn.

2.4Hn.

1.2C	Tpt.

3C	Tpt.

1.2Tbn.

B.	Tbn.

Tba.

Timp.

Cast.

Tri.

Hp.

Vln.	I

Vln.	II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.

 

 

B

B
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
               


               

   


                  

  





      

     


  

        
 


 

 


 


  
  


     


  


  


  





     


 




 


 




   




      

     

     

     

     

     

     

  


              
















                

     

   
    

  
   

              

   
   

     
              

   
    

 

   

              

  
       

  


          

  



































































straight	mute

arco

arco

off	the	string

off	the	string

off	the	string

unis.

To	Xyl.

1.

a	2

a	2 a	2

1. a	2

Picc.

Fl.

1.2Ob.

1.2Cl.	in	B♭

B.	Cl.

1.2Bsn.

1.3Hn.

2.4Hn.

1.2C	Tpt.

3C	Tpt.

1.2Tbn.

B.	Tbn.

Tba.

Timp.

Cast.

Tri.

Hp.

Vln.	I

Vln.	II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.

 

 

43 44 45 46 47 48
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  
               

  
               

  
         




 











  


        



 











     

 
        


  


 

 


 
 



  
 


  


  

  

      

  
 


 




 






      

     

     

   
             

   
 

   
                 

   
                 

     

     

     

     

     

 
                                   

 
                                   

 
            

 
           

 
      

 


       

 
      

 


       

































































pizz.
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cantabile

cantabile

cantabile

cantabile

cantabile

cantabile

on	the	string

on	the	string

on	the	string

a	2

1.

a	2

1.

Picc.

Fl.

1.2Ob.

1.2Cl.	in	B♭

B.	Cl.

1.2Bsn.

1.3Hn.

2.4Hn.

1.2C	Tpt.

3C	Tpt.

1.2Tbn.

B.	Tbn.

Tba.

Timp.

Cast.

Xyl.

Hp.

Vln.	I

Vln.	II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.

  

  

  


  


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



49 50 51 52 53 54

9Ali:	Boss	Battle	Sonata	-	Full	score

P
E
R

U
S
A

L S
C

O
R

E

Perusal score — not licensed for performance. Contact austin@austinali.com



        
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    

 
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   
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

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
  


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 


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 
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 

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
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
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
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
  

  
  

  
  

  


  

  
  

  
  

  

































































Castanets

a	2

a	2

Picc.

Fl.

1.2Ob.

1.2Cl.	in	B♭

B.	Cl.

1.2Bsn.

1.3Hn.

2.4Hn.

1.2C	Tpt.

3C	Tpt.

1.2Tbn.

B.	Tbn.

Tba.

Timp.

Cast.

Xyl.

Hp.

Vln.	I

Vln.	II

Vla.

Vc.
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
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
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
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
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
               

      
     

   
               

      
     


      


 

                        

 



  


 


  


             

 
 


 




 


 

 


  


  

   
   



 
              

 
              



  



  
 

          

 
    


    

   
  

 

  
    


    

   
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1.2C	Tpt.
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1

2
Tbn.
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  

     









































































open

open

pizz.

brillante

brillante

brillante
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Picc.

Fl.
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Vib.
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Hp.
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Vc.
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


  


 

 


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
         


         


         


        

         

         


    

  

  
        

 
 


       

  

 
      

      


         

     


        


       

     

     

     

     

     

     

            


  

      
     


               

  
  

           

  
  

        
  


       






















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
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










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
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


 
brillante

brillante

brillante
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  
   

 


           
  

  
   

 


           
  

  
   

 


       
    

  

  
   

  
       

 
  

  

  


 


 


       

     
   

       

     

     


           

     

 

  




 




 

     

     

     

     

     

     
    

          

                                   

                                   

                 

     
           

                 


























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


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
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










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2
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2
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2
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Vln.	I

Vln.	II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.









  

115 116 117 118 119 120

20 Ali:	Boss	Battle	Sonata	-	Full	score

P
E
R

U
S
A

L S
C

O
R

E

Perusal score — not licensed for performance. Contact austin@austinali.com



        
               

  


 

             
     

     
   

        
                    

             
     

     
   

                
    

    
  

                          

 
    

  
  


 




 

 
  


       


 


 

     

     



      
 

    
     

  


             

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

 
  

        
  


 

 
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 
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 
  

        
  






 
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 
           

  


 
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 









 














 


 





 





 
 




  
 


 





















 




 
 




 
 

  
 

 
 




  


            

   


   

 
            

   
    



































































non	div.

non	div.

To	Whip Whip

a	2

Picc.

Fl.

1.2Ob.

1.2Cl.	in	B♭

B.	Cl.

1.2Bsn.

1.3Hn.

2.4Hn.

1.2C	Tpt.

3C	Tpt.

1.2Tbn.

B.	Tbn.

Tba.

Timp.

B.	Dr.

Tam.

Hp.

Vln.	I

Vln.	II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.

269 270 271 272 273

46 Ali:	Boss	Battle	Sonata	-	Full	score
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