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INSTRUMENTATION

2 Flutes

2 Oboes

2 Clarinets in B-flat
2 Bassoons

2 Horns in F

2 Trumpets in C
Tenor Trombone
Bass Trombone

2 Percussion (suggested distribution:)

Player 1: Suspended Cymbal, Tam-tam, Tom, Wood Block, Xylophone
Player 2: Bass Drum, Crash Cymbal, Glockenspiel, Vibraphone

Piano
Harp

Strings

PROGRAM NOTE

Atmospheres aims to excite the audience’s imagination and shed light on the under-
appreciated life and vitality of Earth’s sister planet, Venus. The title refers to the shining,
gaseous sky above the planet Venus, a nod to Gustav Holst’s take on the celestial body
in The Planets suite for orchestra (1914-16). Inspired both by Holst and scientific
discoveries of potential Venusian phosphine gas in September 2020, the work explores
the possibility of alien and human life in the clouds of Venus. Through dense orchestral
textures, soaring romantic melodies, and a triumphant coda, Atmospheres paints a hopeful
picture for future exploration of Venus, fueled by the human capacity to dream and

wonder.

Duration: 7 min.



(transposed)

ATMOSPHERES

Adagio, un poco agitato, con rubato J =60

(2021,

Austin Ali
rev. 2023)
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*all grace notes occur on the beat
Edition 23.6.2
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